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Follow us on Twitter @MMI_Africa

Executive

The country of Gambia displays a great enthusiasm towards entrepreneurship. As a matter of 

fact,  there are three main conditions that clearly explain this situation.  These conditions are: the 

country’s investment in the youth, competitions held to bolster entrepreneurship and finally, a series 

of steps that are carried out to increase the country’s competitiveness. 

Firstly,  in  relation  to  the  country’s  investment  in  the  youth,  we  can  underline  that  the 

organization, The Children and Community Initiative for Development (CAID) in collaboration with 

the Africa Youth Panel (AYP), has developed some strategies to assure a more hopeful future to the 

youth. 

Second, there are lots of competitions being held with the main purpose of building up a 

strong entrepreneurial force. Among them we can highlight the Business Plan Competition offered 

by the Gambia Investment Export and Promotion Agency (GIEPA) in favor of micro,  small and 

medium enterprises. As well, we can stand out a program held to give African women more tools to 

become successful entrepreneurs. This program puts these women in touch with American based 

companies that educate them in entrepreneurial skills. 

Finally, the World Bank has insisted  that The Gambia must increase its competitiveness in 

order to serve as a strong decoy for foreign investors. If more and more investors become aware of 

the country’s potential, an economic growth is assured. 
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Entrepreneurship-related news

Sector: Entrepreneurship
Source: gyin.com
Date: 08/13/2013
Title African Youth Panel (AYP) Ambassadors’ Training Programme for Youth Leaders in Africa

The Children and Community Initiative for Development (CAID) a public interest based organisation striving towards child 

and community development in The Gambia host in collaboration with the Africa Youth Panel (AYP) an “African Youth 

Charter Ambassadors Training Programme” as part of events marking the United Nations Youth Day better known as 

International Youth Day (IYD).

The 12th to 13th August, 2013 meeting is been held at the SunSwing Hotel at the outskirt of the Gambian capital city 

Banjul  under the theme “Championing the African Youth Charter,  Action and Accountability”,  brought together fifteen 

international and ten local delegates from all parts of Africa drawn mainly from AYP members countries- Guinea Bissau, 

South Africa, Cameroun, Nigeria, Ghana, Kenya, Ethiopia and The Gambia.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start Ups
Source: alafrica.com
Date: 08/19/2013
Title: Gambia: Business Plan Competition Winners Awarded D50, 000 Each

The Business Plan Competition winners namely; Momarr Taal, the chief executive officer of Organic Food Processing and 
Jal Yassin Jah-Mbye, the chief executive officer of Jals Healthy Foods were awarded D50, 000 each at a ceremony held 
at GIEPA resource centre along the Kairaba Avenue. The Business Plan competition is an initiative supported by UNDP 
and executed by the Ministry of  Trade, Industry,  Regional  Integration and Employment in  collaboration with  Gambia 
Investment Export and Promotion Agency (GIEPA).
The Competition is aimed at promoting the innovation of new business ideas for Micro, Small and Medium Enterprises 
(MSMEs) by exposing local entrepreneurs to investment opportunities.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: gambia.com
Date: 08/07/2013
Title: Gambia Growth & Competitiveness Project (GGCP)

The Gambia Growth and Competitiveness Project,  is a World Bank funded Project with  the objective to improve the 
investment climate and to strengthen the competitiveness of key sectors of the Gambia economy. The five-year project 
seeks to contribute towards sustaining the growth of the economy and enhance poverty reduction through private sector-
led growth.
The main components to the project,the first being improving the business enviroment through business registration and 
tax administration reforms,establishment of a collateral registry and support for investment promotion and facilitation.The 
second component is by strenghteing economic clusters through a competitiveness program that will support horticulture 
development,a quality assurance program for the groungnut sector,Micro,Small and Medium Enterprises,business growth 
and access to finance as well as tourism promotion marketing and skills development.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: finnchannel.com
Date: 08/19/2013
Title: African Women's Entrepreneurship Exchange Promotes Business Growth

http://finchannel.com/Main_News/Politics/128212_African_Women's_Entrepreneurship_Exchange_Promotes_Business_Growth/
http://www.gambia.com/gambia-news/gambia-growth-competitiveness-project-ggcp/
http://allafrica.com/stories/201307191432.html
http://www.gyin.org/new/african-youth-panel-ayp-ambassadors-training-programme-for-youth-leaders-in-africa/
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The FINANCIAL -- Thirty women entrepreneurs from 27 African countries arrived in the United States  to look at ways to 
grow their small and medium businesses, according to the U.S. State Department. The U.S. Government is committed to 
empowering women and supporting entrepreneurship to spur economic growth around the world.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: hellogambia.com
Date: 08/15/2013
Title: African Women Entrepreneurs Take Spotlight as AGOA Forum Opens

At Silk Invest, we believe that Nigeria is probably one of most misunderstood places in the world today. And even though 
it  continues  to  impress  the  global  business  community,  it  is  still  a  fairly  unknown  investment  destination  to  global 
investors.
In this piece we take a closer look at Nigeria’s entrepreneurs who are the driving force behind this increasingly assertive 
nation.  We also hope to provide you  with  some more perspective on Nigeria as one of  the world’s  most promising 
economies and why investors should start paying more attention to this place.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: myjoyonline.com
Date: 08/12/2013
Title: Why The Nigerian Diaspora WonÂ’t Return Home

A strong African Growth and Opportunity Act (AGOA) “can only serve to
facilitate greater trade and investment” between the United States and
African nations,” U.S. Representative Karen Bass said August 10 in
Addis Ababa, Ethiopia.
Bass, a California Democrat, spoke at the opening session of the
African Women’s Entrepreneurship Program (AWEP) meeting, sponsored by
Ethiopia’s AWEP chapter. The AWEP event is being held in conjunction
with the 12th annual AGOA Forum in Addis Ababa.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: hellogambia.com
Date: 08/06/2013
Title: U.S. DEPARTMENT OF STATE DAILY PRESS BRIEFING, TUESDAY, AUGUST 6, 2013.Forwarded Thru Essa 
Bokarr Sey and Baba Aidara.

QUESTION: Secretary Kerry met with members of the African Women’s
Entrepreneurship Program today. Our Africa services would love for you
to talk about how that went.
MS. PSAKI: Sure, I’d be happy to. Secretary Kerry met with the 30
African Women Entrepreneurs in the United States as part of the
African Women’s Entrepreneurship Program – AWEP, also known as – and
shared how they are important as both drivers of their economies and
as leaders who can inspire women in their countries.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: hellogambia.com
Date: 17/16/2013
Title: Obama Thanks Muslim Americans for Their Contributions.

Among the entrepreneurs whom Obama honored at the July 25 dinner were:
Shazi Visram, of Pakistani and Tanzanian heritage, who founded Happy
Family, a company that offers organic foods for babies; and Iya
Khalil, of Libyan descent, who co-founded a biotechnology research
company focused on genomic medicine, a branch of medicine dealing with
a patient’s risks for hereditary diseases.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: gyin.org
Date: 08/14/2013
Title: GYIN Gambia Chapter Launch in Rural Regions

http://www.gyin.org/new/gyin-gambia-chapter-launch-in-rural-regions/
http://hellogambia.com/obama-thanks-muslim-americans-for-their-contributions/
http://hellogambia.com/u-s-department-of-state-daily-press-briefing-tuesday-august-6-2013-forwarded-thru-essa-bokarr-sey-and-baba-aidara/
http://hellogambia.com/u-s-department-of-state-daily-press-briefing-tuesday-august-6-2013-forwarded-thru-essa-bokarr-sey-and-baba-aidara/
http://hellogambia.com/african-women-entrepreneurs-take-spotlight-as-agoa-forum-opens/
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The Global Youth Innovation Network Gambia chapter (GYIN Gambia Chapter), the lawful national representative and 
chapter of the Global Youth Innovation Network with headquarters in Washington, DC in United States of America now 
has its chapter in Central River Region.
At a regional launching of I AM A GYINer campaign competition for rural youths, the network elected regional committee 
mandated to oversee the network in the region for a period of six months.

Sector: Entrepreneurship and Start ups
Source: globalwa.org
Date: 08/13/2013
Title Innovative Capabilities of Rural Youth in Addressing the Challenges of Migration

The Y is pursuing a unique opportunity to enter the microfinance arena, engaging the global YMCA family to support 
microfinance  activities  in  developing  countries.  Ymicro.org,  scheduled  to  go  live  in  Summer  2011,  introduces  a 
combination of micro philanthropy and microfinance through a “people to people” web based platform. Donors will provide 
funds  to  support  specific  microloan  recipients  through a  charitable  contribution  on  the  web  site.  Thru  this  site,  the 
entrepreneur will communicate back to the donor with progress reports, including loan repayment. Pilots will occure in 
Colombia, Liberia and The Gambia.

http://globalwa.org/2013/08/ymca-of-greater-seattle/
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Businesses

GIST Tech
www.gist.crdfglobal.org 

The Gambia Chamber of Commerce and Industry
www.gcci.gm

African Women Entrepreneurship Program
www.state.gov/p/of/rt/awep/ 

African Incubator Network
www.africaincubatornetwork.org

Gambia Startup
www.gambiastartup.com

Twitter’s most influential accounts

@GISTinitiative

Analysis by country and sector of activity, 
from news websites and social networks


